
The Cathedral of the Western Diocese of the Armenian Church of North America is dedicated to 

St. Leon the Priest and His Companion Martyrs. Their martyrdom is intricately connected to the 

Battle of Avarayr in 451 A.D. led by St. Vartan the Warrior. The group of martyrs known as St. 

Leon and His Companions consists of 9 martyrs and includes, in addition to Leon the Priest, 

Catholicos Hovsep, Bishop Sahak Rushdooni, Bishop Tatik of Basen, priests Moushegh, Arshen 

and Samuel, and deacons Abraham and Kajaj. Because of his seniority of age and his fearless 

leadership and unwavering witness to his faith in Jesus Christ our Lord and His Gospel, the 

group is known on the Armenian Church calendar as St. Leon and His Companions. Their feast 

day falls on the Tuesday preceding Boon Baregendan, the eve of Lent, and two days preceding 

the Feast of St. Vartan the Warrior and His Companions. 

During the persecutions of Armenians under King Yazgert II of Persia and the events that 

preceded the Battle of Avarayr, St. Leon and his fellow priests were with the army encouraging 

the soldiers not to weaken in their faith and not be afraid to sacrifice their life for Christ. After 

the martyrdom of St. Vartan and his companions, St. Leon and his fellow martyrs were taken to 

Persia and inflicted much suffering. According to their martyrology, their unshakable refusal to 

deny Christ so impressed the Persian pagan chief priest that he converted to the Christian faith 

and himself was martyred later. The first in the group led to martyrdom by sword was priest St. 

Arshen of the village of Bagrevand. The Persian regional governor, who was directing the 

tortures, was so angered by his failure to prevail upon the saints to abandon their Christian faith, 

that he severed the arm of St. Sahak, bishop of the House of Rushdoonis. Catholicos St. Hovsep 

was beheaded immediately thereafter, followed by the martyrdom of the rest of the group. 

Finally, St. Leon, the leader and spokesman of the group, was dragged on a rocky hillside until 

his bones were exposed and then beheaded. 

Many miracles are ascribed to the relics of the saints, and witnesses told about an eagle of light 

descending upon the body of St. Leon.  A young believer collected the relics and of saints and 

buried them in 454 A.D. 

St. Leon is the patron saint of priests in the Armenian Church. 

The etymology of the name Leon, also written in Armenian as {;uond/Ghevont/Łevont or 

{;uondios/Ghevontius/ Łevontius, is from the Greek Λέων /Leon or Λεόντιος /Leontius. The 

popular Armenian name L;uon/Leon is derived from the same Greek name and literally means 

lion. 

 

 

 

 



 
    

                                        Ð³Û³ëï³Ý»³Ûó ºÏ»Õ»óõáÛ ÐÇõëÇë³ÛÇÝ ²Ù»ñÇÏ³ÛÇ ²ñ»õÙï»³Ý Â»ÙÇ Ø³Ûñ î³×³ñÁ 
ÝáõÇñáõ³Í ¿ êñµáó Ô»õáÝ¹»³Ýó ø³Ñ³Ý³ÛÇó ÛÇß³ï³ÏÇÝ: ²ÝáÝó Ý³Ñ³ï³ÏáõÃÇõÝÁ 
ß³Õ³Ëáõ³Í ¿ ²õ³ñ³ÛñÇ Ö³Ï³ï³Ù³ñïÇÝ Ñ»ï áñ ï»ÕÇ áõÝ»ó³õ 451 ÃáõÇÝª êáõñµ ì³ñ¹³Ý 
¼ûñ³í³ñÇ ·ÉË³õáñáõÃ»³Ùµ: êñµáó Ô»õáÝ¹»³Ýó  íÏ³ÛÇó ËáõÙµÁ ÏÁ µ³ÕÏ³Ý³Û 9 
Ý³Ñ³ï³ÏÝ»ñ¿, áñáÝù »Ý, êáõñµ Ô»õáÝ¹ ºñ¿óÇ ÏáÕùÇÝ, Î³ÃáÕÇÏáë Úáíë¿÷ ÐáÕáóÙ»óÇ, 
ê³Ñ³Ï ºåÇëÏáåáë èßïáõÝÇ, Â³ÃÇÏ ºåÇëÏáåáë ´³ë»ÝÇ, Øáõß»Õ, ²ñß¿Ý, ê³Ùáõ¿É 
ù³Ñ³Ý³Ý»ñ, »õ ²µñ³Ñ³Ù áõ ø³ç³ç ë³ñÏ³õ³·Ý»ñ: î³ñÇùáí »ñÇó³·áÛÝÁ ÁÉÉ³Éáí »õ Çñ 
ËÇ½³Ë ³é³çÝáñ¹áõÃ»³Ý áõ ÚÇëáõë øñÇëïáëÇ »õ Æñ ²õ»ï³ñ³ÝÇÝ íñ³Û Çñ Ñ³õ³ïùÇÝ 
³Ýí»Ñ»ñ íÏ³ÛáõÃ»³Ý Ñ³Ù³ñ, Ù³ñïÇñáëÝ»ñáõ ³Ûë ËáõÙµÁ Ð³Û ºÏ»Õ»óõáÛ ûñ³óáÛóÁ ³Ýó³Í 
¿ êñµáó Ô»õáÝ¹»³Ýó ø³Ñ³Ý³ÛÇó ³ÝáõÝáí: Æñ»Ýó ÛÇß³ï³ÏÁ ÏÁ ïûÝáõÇ ´áõÝ ´³ñ»Ï»Ý¹³ÝÇ 
Ý³Ëáñ¹áÕ ºñ»ùß³µÃÇ ûñÁ, ³ÛëÇÝùÝ êñµáó ì³ñ¹³Ý³Ýó Ý³Ñ³ï³ÏÝ»ñáõ ÛÇß³ï³ÏáõÃ»Ý¿Ý 
»ñÏáõ ûñ ³é³ç: 
            ä³ñëÏ³ëï³ÝÇ Ú³½Ï»ñï ´.Ç Ñ³É³Í³ÝùÝ»ñáõÝ ³ï»Ý »õ ²õ³ñ³ÛñÇ 
Ö³Ï³ï³Ù³ñïÇÝ Ý³Ëáñ¹áÕ Çñ³¹ñáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñáõ ÁÝÃ³óùÇÝ, êáõñµ Ô»õáÝ¹ »õ Çñ ÉÍ³ÏÇó 
ù³Ñ³Ý³Ý»ñÁ å³ï»ñ³½ÙÇ ¹³ßïÇÝ íñ³Û ù³ç³É»ñ»óÇÝ Ñ³Û ùñÇëïáÝ»³Û ½ÇÝáõáñÝ»ñÁ 
ãïÏ³ñ³Ý³É Çñ»Ýó Ñ³õ³ïùÇÝ Ù¿ç, »õ å³ïñ³ëï³Ï³Ùûñ¿Ý ½áÑ»É Çñ»Ýó Ï»³ÝùÁ Ç ë¿ñ 
øñÇëïáëÇ: êñµáó ì³ñ¹³Ý³Ýó Ý³Ñ³ï³ÏáõÃ»Ý¿Ý »ïù, êáõñµ Ô»õáÝ¹ ºñ¿ó »õ Çñ Ù³ñïÇñáë 
ÁÝÏ»ñÝ»ñÁ ä³ñëÏ³ëï³Ý ï³ñáõ»ó³Ý »õ µ³½áõÙ ã³ñã³ñ³ÝùÝ»ñáõ »ÝÃ³ñÏáõ»ó³Ý: Àëï 
Çñ»Ýó íÏ³Û³µ³ÝáõÃ»³Ý, øñÇëïáëÇ Ñ³õ³ïùÇÝ Ù¿ç Çñ»Ýó Ñ³ëï³ï ÙÝ³Éáõ 
í×é³Ï³ÙáõÃÇõÝÁ ³ÛÝù³Ý ïå³õáñ»ó ä³ñëÇÏ Ùá·å»ïÁ áñ ÇÝù »õë øñÇëïáëÇ Ñ³õ³ïùÁ 
ÁÝ¹áõÝ»ó »õ Ù³ñïÇñáë³ó³õ: 
            êñµáó Ô»õáÝ¹»³Ýó ËáõÙµÇÝ Ù¿ç ³é³çÇÝ Ù³ñïÇñáëÁ Ñ³Ý¹Çë³ó³õ êáõñµ ²ñß¿Ý 
ø³Ñ³Ý³Û ´³··ñ»õ³Ý¹³óÇÝª áñ ëáõñáí ·ÉË³ïáõ»ó³õ: ä³ñëÇÏ ¸»Ýß³åáõÑÁ, áñ ³ÝÓ³Ùµ 
ÏÁ Ñáí³Ý³õáñ¿ñ ã³ñã³ñ³ÝùÝ»ñÁ, ³ÛÝù³Ý ½³Ûñ³ó³õ áñ ÇÝù ãÏñó³õ Ñ³Ùá½»É ëáõñµ»ñÁ 
áõñ³Ý³Éáõ Çñ»Ýó ùñÇëïáÝ¿³Ï³Ý Ñ³õ³ïùÁ, áñ êáõñµ ê³Ñ³Ï èßïáõÝ»³ó ºåÇëÏáåáëÇÝ ³ç 
µ³½áõÏÁ Ïïñ»ó: êáõñµ Úáíë¿÷ Î³ÃáÕÇÏáë ·ÉË³ïáõ»ó³õ, »õ Çñ Ý³Ñ³ï³ÏáõÃ»³Ý 
Ñ»ï»õ»ó³Ý ÙÝ³ó»³ÉÝ»ñÁ: ì»ñç³å¿ë, êáõñµ Ô»õáÝ¹ ºñ¿ó, ËáõÙµÇÝ ³é³çÝáñ¹Ý áõ 
ËûëÝ³ÏÁ, ù³ßÏéïáõ»ó³õ Å³Ûéáï ×³Ùµ³Ý»ñáõ íñ³Û ÙÇÝã»õ áñ Çñ áëÏáñÝ»ñÁ ëÏë³Ý »ñ»õÇÉ 
»õ ³å³ ·ÉË³ïáõ»ó³õ: 
            Þ³ï ÙÁ Ññ³ßùÝ»ñ í»ñ³³·ñáõ³Í »Ý ëáõñµ»ñáõ Ù³ëáõÝùÝ»ñáõÝ, »õ Çñ Ù³Ñáõ³Ý 
³Ï³Ý³ï»ëÝ»ñ ÏÁ å³ïÙ»Ý Ã¿ Éáõë³õáñ ³ñÍÇõ ÙÁ Çç³õ êáõñµ Ô»õáÝ¹ ºñ¿óÇ Ù³ñÙÝáÛÝ íñ³Û: 
ÊáõÅÇÏ (»ñÇï³ë³ñ¹ Ñ³õ³ï³ó»³É) ÙÁ ³Ù÷á÷»ó ëáõñµ»ñáõÝ Ù³ëáõÝùÝ»ñÁ »õ ½³ÝáÝù 
å³ïáõáí Ã³Õ»ó 454 ÃáõÇÝ: 
            êáõñµ Ô»õáÝ¹ ºñ¿ó Ð³Û³ëï³Ý»³Ûó ºÏ»Õ»óõáÛ ù³Ñ³Ý³Ý»ñáõ å³ßïå³Ý ëáõñµÝ ¿: 
            Àëï ³ßË³ñÑ³Ñéã³Ï É»½áõ³µ³Ý Ðñ³ã»³Û ²×³é»³ÝÇ, Ô»õáÝ¹ ³ÝáõÝÇÝ 
ëïáõ·³µ³ÝáõÃÇõÝÁ, áñ Í³ÝûÃ ¿ Ý³»õ áñå¿ë Ô»õáÝ¹Çáë/Ghevontius/Levontius, å¿ïù ¿ 
µ³Õ¹³ï»É ÚáõÝ³ñ¿Ý Λέων (Leon) Ï³Ù Λεόντιος (Leontius) ³ÝáõÝÇÝ »ï: ÄáÕáíñ¹³Ï³Ý È»õáÝ 
³ÝáõÝÁ »õë Çñ ÝáÛÝ ÚáõÝ³ñ¿Ý ³ñÙ³ïÁ áõÝÇ »õ ÏÁ Ýß³Ý³Ï¿ ³éÇõÍ: 
 

                                                                                         


